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GOP EASES SNIPING
TO REAPPRAISE POLICIES

By TED LEWIS

Chleage Tribune Press Service

pause in the GOP's preoccupas

- {ion with the Cuba lssue has
most definitely developed., The
obvious conclusion is that ad-
ministration  critics  beliove.
they have drained the issue’
dry, but that simple explana-
tion is misleading.

- A wide and somewhat dis-
concerting variety of reasons
is being offered by pacty lead-

. ors, in and out of Congress “or
what at least_is a temporary

* mulfling “of the Cuba_Issuc.

These include the cxplana.
tion that a “party lire” rects
to be established bufore the
issue gets out of hand, hbe-
cause some name Republis
' cans urge Invasion and a to.
’ 1al blockade, while others op-
 pose extreme measures, at

least at this time. ‘

Such a reappraisal of the
party's position on the question
of what action, i{ any. the ien-

pressured to take, makes con-

. siderable sense. Especially as
Cuba most certainly will be a
hot issue in the 1964 national
elections.
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nedy administration should be’
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Vdoubt thet sume Republicans,~=p== -

including Senate GOP leader Ev-
sep (111D, have been

that administration Democrats

would try to pin the *war
party” tag on the GOP.

* % %
This fear was generated espe-

(N.Y.), Republican national
chairman. called for a blockade

of Cuba even if such a blockade l

was construed as an act of war,

Even hefore Miller sounded
off aldng this line, so called
“moderate influences,” particus
larly in the Senate GOP policy
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tiea for faiuce to acl forcefully
to viainowe ihe Red threst &
mses from the U8, shores.

“en. Bourke  Hickenloopus
(it-Jowa} and Sen, John Sher-
man Cooper (R-Ky.} pleaded
in closed purty mectings, it
was learsed, for what they
calied “a more responsible ap-
proach.,”  And they  warned
ihat it could he politically dan-
gerous now io disavow a bi-
pariisan foreign pollcy, so far
as Cuba was concerned.

There have been indications
that former President Eisen-
hower. as well as New York
Gov. Nelson Rockefeller made
their  weight  felt somewhat
along the same line.

Such pressures as thesa con-
stitute as good an explanation
as any now available for the
relative Ggba calm in Con-
gress in the last few weeks.

For example, Sen. Kenneth
Jeating (RN X), ﬁyfmﬁaﬂnr
SR IS raton on Cuba,
hng been atrnngclv silent since
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Since then Keating's {acks
have heen interesting. For ex-
ample, in answer to a letter
[tom a former soldier asking
him why he was “so- eager to
invade Cuba,” Keating replied:

“Let me say in the strong-
est language I can use that
1 do not favor an invaslon of
Cuba, " and never have aand
kave never sald so, 1 am not
even convinced that a block-
ade or quaraniipe will be-
come necessary, provided we
promptly take other steps in
our power.'”

There is plenty of solid evi-

‘ dence that the Cuba Jull has

taken hold, despite opposition of
national chairman Miller and
others who think the issue Las
caught oa with the public and
should 1¢t be allowed to die
down, ¢ven If for a while.

The "sst weckly issue of the |

Republican congressional com-
mitice’s newsloiter, after weeks
of blazing away on the Cuba is-
sue, switched to criticism of
Tresident Kennedy's tax pro-
gram and budget proposals,

And Sunday Rep. John W.
Byrnes ¢R-Wis.), chalrman of
the House Republican policy
comnuttee, switched to the new

cautious “party itne” approach.

Byrnes denied htat Republi-
cans were demanding  actlon
“now.” Their complaint,  he

Insisied, was that the adminls-
tration lacked a real Cuba pol-
fcy.

“That is what we are a=king.\
that at least a policy be deter-

! mlncd and then we will judge
it,” he said.

But the Cuba lull did not en-'

tirely develop as a result of ef-
forts by party leaders to ro-
strain the sharpest, most belli-
cose critics of the administra-
tion.

The “go casy" approach was
sold most effectively to Keating

and other leading crities by CIA’

chief John McCone. As a parti-
san Republican, McCone was
able to make out a case for his
agency's efficlency in kecping
tabs on Cuba.
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